Forms of Alliance with the Disbelievers 


1: Contentment with the disbelievers 

The first type of alliance is represented by contentment with the 
disbelievers and with their disbelief, including the refusal to 
acknowledge their disbelief or being in doubt about it. To endorse the 
validity of any of their religions is an act of disbelief. This matter is 
made clear by the fact that the disbelievers regard those who aid and 
abet them, who go along with them and their religion, as being one of 
them. 

All scholars have agreed that whoever loves the disbelievers for their 
disbelief is also a disbeliever. Ibn Taymiyyah said with regard to this, 
"That love and anger of the heart, what attracts it and what revolts it, 
must be a matter of absolutes, when this is lacking faith is also lacking. 
As for physical acts, these are dependent upon ability. Once the desires 
of the heart are complete and clear then the whole being will act upon 
them, but the reward is for the entire act, even though it may be lacking. 
Some people's likes and dislikes, the love and anger of their hearts, are 
according to what they themselves desire, and are not related to any 
love of Allah and His Messenger. This is a kind of fickleness, and 
whoever follows it follows his own feckless desire, Allah says: (And 
who is more astray than one who follows his own desire with no 
Guidance from Allah) (Al-Qasas:50)" ("Shadharaat al-Balaatin ", 
Vol.1/354, and " Risaalat al-Amr BilMa'ruf) 

So, love and happiness are two absolute things, which do not move to 
and from. Disbelievers love disbelief and the believers love faith. 


2: Reliance on the disbelievers 

Relying upon the disbelievers generally for help, assistance or 
protection, or entering into their religion is the second of these types of 
alliance. Allah has forbidden this, saying. 

The believers shall not take the disbelievers as allies in preference to 
the believers. Whoever does this shall never be helped by Allah in 
any way, except if you indeed fear a danger from them. And Allah 
warns you to beware of Him, unto Allah is the final return. ( Aal-i 
Imraan: 28) 


Ibn Jarir at-Tabari has explained that to take them as "allies" means to 
seek their help, aid and assistance, to express loyalty to their religion, 
culture and way of life, in order to help them overcome Muslims. Such 
people have no claims on Allah. They have cut themselves off from 
Him, and He from them, by their rejection of His Religion and their 
acceptance of disbelief. (Except if you indeed fear a danger from them), 
means if someone is within their power, it is possible to be forced or 
intimidated into making a show of loyalty to them while harbouring 
hatred for them in your heart, keeping yourself away from their 
disbelief and refusing to help them against the Muslims. (Tafsir at- 
Tabari”, Vol.3/228) 

Allah says: 

O you who believe! Do not take the Jews and the Christians as 
protectors, they are protectors of one another, whoever takes them as 
protectors is one of them. Verily, Allah does not guide an those people 
who are the Zaalimun. ( Al-Ma'idah: 51.) 

Ibn Jarir points out that: "Whoever identifies himself with either the 
Jews or the Christians, in preference to the Muslims, will be considered 
one of them, he is of their faith and of their nation. No one would take 
an ally and protector without being in agreement with him and pleased 
with him. If he finds pleasure in the man then he should feel the same 
way about his religion; he will also be opposed to whatever contradicts 
or opposes his comrade; thus they must share the same status and so the 
judgement upon them is identical." (Tafsir at-Tabari”, Vol.6/277) 

Ibn Hazm says that Allah's Words: (Whoever takes them as protectors 
is one of them), means, precisely what they say, that such a person is a 
disbeliever in the midst of the disbelievers. He says that this is a fact 
about which no two Muslims could disagree. (Ibn Hazm, "Al-Muhalla ”, 
Vol.13/35.) 

Ibn Taymiyyah, in his discussion of these same Words, adds that 
another verse states: 

And had they believed in Allah and in the Prophet and in what has 
been revealed to him, then never would they have taken them as 
protectors. ( Al-Ma'idah: 81) 

This indicates that the existence of faith, which was mentioned first, 
would prevent them from taking these as allies, and would contradict 
such an act. So loyalty to them and having faith can not inhabit the same 
heart. This is an example of how the Qur'an explains and supports itself. 


(Ibn Taymiyyah, "Al-Iman", p.14) 


Ibn al-Qayyim says that Allah has determined, and there is none more 
qualified than He to do so, that whoever identifies with the Jews and the 
Christians and is loyal to them is one of them. Since we have it on the 
authority of the Qur'an that their allies are one and the same with them, 
so they must share their status under the law. This is the general 
principle to be followed. But in the specific instance of the Muslim who 
has allied himself to them and entered into their religion after having 
committed himself to Islam, Jizyah is neither required nor accepted from 
him. In this case it is either Islam or death, since this is clearly a case of 
apostasy, both in the letter and the spirit of the law. There is no use 
comparing the pagans, who entered the religion of the Jews or the 
Christians before the revelation of Islam, with Muslims who adopt these 
religions now. Whoever entered these religions before the revelation of 
the Qur'an had chosen a better thing than what he had before, even 
though neither of them were correct, but for the Muslim to abandon the 
true faith for falsehood after his own avowal of truth, is not permitted. 
(Ibn al-Qayyim, "Ahkaam Ahl adh-Dhimma ", Vol.1/67-69) 


3: Agree with Points of Disbelief 

A form of alliance is also to agree with them on some points of disbelief, 
accepting their word against that of Allah. Of their faithlessness Allah 
says: 

Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the Book? They 
believe in Jibt* and Taaghut and say to the disbelievers that they are 
better guided in the way than the believers. ( An-Nisa 51) 

(* The words "Jibt and Taaghut" cover wide meaning. It means anything 
worshipped other than the Allah, i.e. all the false deities, it may be an 
idol, Satan, graves, stone, sun, star, human being, a Messenger, Jesus the 
son of Mary, Ezra, Moses, Saints etc.) 

And again. 

And when a Messenger from Allah came to them confirming what 
was already with them, a party of those who were given the Book 
threw away the Book of Allah behind their backs as if they did not 
know! They followed what the devils gave out (falsely of the magic) 
in the reign of Sulaiyman. (Al-Baqarah: 101-102) 

Allah informs us that they abandoned the Book of Allah for magic, like 
many Jews, including some who claim to be Muslims. 


Unfortunately, many of those who consider themselves to be Muslims 
today have fallen into something like this. The notion that the People of 
the Book posses a part of Truth, which we do not, is a common one in 
"the so called Muslim world". These people are like parrots, the sons of 
the nation whose wagging tongues can be heard to say "I believe in 
Communism as a philosophy" , or sometimes they say socialism. They say 
"Democracy is a good political system and constitutions must be secular". 
They have taken these principles of disbelief and applied them to the 
land that was Muslim land in the past, forcing the people to serve these 
creeds. To such things they require obedience, submission and service, 
and any Muslim who calls for a return to the Book of Allah and the 
Sunnah of His Prophet is declared a public enemy. 

An aspect of belief in part of these creeds is the notion of separation of 
secular from religious authority, the idea that there is no legitimate 
connection between Islam and politics. This too has its origins in Europe 
with the struggle between the Church and the remnants of Christian 
society. But what has Islam got to do with the ideas of Christian 
reformists? Still the dim-witted feel the urge to bring this poison to the 
East. 

They make a travesty of Islam which they claim is only concerned with 
the relation between the worshipper and his Lord. They say that politics 
is the realm of politicians and has nothing to do with religion. 


4: Seeking the affection of the disbelievers 

To seek the love or affection of the disbelievers is to ally yourself to 
them. Allah forbids such conduct: 

You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day, 
making friendship with those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, 
even though they were their fathers, or their sons, or their brothers, or 
their kindred. ( Al-Mujadilah: 22) 

Ibn Taymiyyah said: "Allah has informed us that you will not find any 
believer seeking the affection of those who challenge Allah and His 
Messenger, since faith itself would prevent this, just as two opposites 
repel one another. So as long as there is faith, loyalty to the enemies of 
Allah is impossible. If someone has bound his heart to the disbelievers, 
then this is proof that his heart also is devoid of faith." ("Al-Iman", p.13) 


Allah says: 


O you who believe! Do not take My enemies and your enemies as 
friends. Showing affection towards them, while they have disbelieved 
in the truth that has come to you. ( Al-Mumtahinah: 1) 


5: Inclining towards the disbelievers 

Some incline towards them and thus ally themselves to them. Allah 
says. 

Do not incline towards those who are unjust or the fire will touch you, 
and you have no protectors other than Allah, nor would you then be 
helped. (Hud: 11/113) 

Al-Qurtubi said: Inclining towards something is really to depend on it 
and rely upon it for support; to settle comfortably into a situation which 
pleases you. ("Tafsir al-Qurtubi M , Vol.9/108, see also: M A1-Baghawi and 
alKhazin", Vol.3/256) 

Qatadah has said that the meaning of the verse is that no Muslim should 
like the disbelievers or obey their wishes. This also supports the view 
that those who love innovation and tend to heresy are of two kinds; they 
may be disbelievers or merely disobedient. The determination is made 
by association; the companion of the disbeliever is a disbeliever, and the 
companion of the disobedient is disobedient. You do not find toads 
taking frogs for friends. 

Allah says addressing the Prophet: 

And had We not stiffened your resolve, you might have leant towards 
them a little. In that case. We would have made you taste a double 
portion (of punishment) in this life and a double portion (of 
punishment) after death. And then you would have found no helper 
against Us. (Al-Isra': 74-75) 

Remember, this is addressing the Prophet, the most noble of creation, 
upon whom be peace, so what about us? (Majmu 'at at-Tawhid , p.117) 


6: Flattery of the Disbeliever's faith 

Flattery and adulation of the disbelievers' faith is a common form of 
alliance with them today. Allah says: 

They wish that you should compromise (in religious out of courtesy) 
with them, so they too would compromise with you. ( Al-Qalam: 9) 


This betrays a defeat of the spirit. When the Muslims saw the 
disbelievers great rise to power they were dazzled, the misled were 
convinced that they must have been superior to them in every way, so 
they abandoned the teachings of their religion in deference to the 
disbelievers fearing that otherwise they would be called "fanatics". 

The Prophet (salliAllahu alayhi wa sallam) mentioned this type of 
person when he said: "You will follow the ways of those nations who 
were before you, span by span and cubit by cubit (i.e., inch by inch) so 
much so that even if they entered a hole of a mastigure, you would 
follow them." We said, "O Allah's Apostle! (Do you mean) the Jews and 
the Christians?" He said, "Whom else?" ("Sahih al-Bukhari ", Vol.13/300, 
Hadith 7320, The Book of alTtisam', and "Sahih Muslim ", Vol.4/254, 
Hadith 2669. The wording is by al-Bukhari) 

This is a trap which Satan sets for the unsuspecting, so let each Muslim 
take heed and know that it is he who is the stronger and the one who 
will prevail, once he adheres to the way Allah has set, to His Shari'ah 
and the requirements of His creed. 

One of the greatest lessons of Islamic history is that the thing which 
brought the Muslims the greatest degree of success, after their belief in 
Allah and His Messenger, was their enormous confidence in the 
greatness of Islam. Omar said, "We were the most insignificant of people 
but Allah raised us up with Islam, should we ever claim greatness by 
anything else but the Glory of Allah, Allah will surely humiliate us". 
(Al-Hakim, al-Mustadrak, Vol.1/62 in The Book of Iman) 


7: Taking of Disbelievers as Friends 

To take disbelievers as intimate friends is to ally yourself to them. Allah 
says: 

O you who believe! Take not as (your) Bitaanah (friends, helpers, 
consultants..) those outside your religion (pagans, Jews, Christians 
and hypocrites), since they will not fail to do their best to corrupt you. 
They desire to harm you severely. Hatred has already appeared from 
their mouths, but what their breasts conceal is far worse. Indeed We 
have made plain to you the Aayat if you understand. ( Aal-i Imran: 
118) 

These verses were revealed with regard to a group of the believers who 
used to have close dealings with the hypocrites and the Jews, since they 
were at that time friends and neighbours. Allah revealed this verse 


prohibiting them from taking them as close friends because of the risk 
this posed to their faith. (Al-Wahidi, Asbaab an-Nuzul, p.68) 

What is meant by intimacy here is a closeness of confidence or trust, 
there are always a few people who are more trusted than others and 
who enjoy your confidence more than most. Allah has stated the reason 
for not taking the disbelievers into your trust when He said: (They will 
not fail to do their best to corrupt you). They would go out of their way 
and make a special effort to make trouble and create difficulty for you, 
and then derive pleasure from your pain and misfortune. Their enmity 
can take the form of slandering the Muslims or of delving into their 
affairs. It was said that they used to inform the pagans of whatever they 
discovered. (See: "Tafsir al-Baghawi", Vol. 1/409, and "Tafsir Ibn 
Kathir", Vol.2/89) 

Abu Dawud reports that the Prophet (salliAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said, 
"A person's religion is the same as that of his friend, so each of you 
should be careful who he takes for friends." ("Sunan Abee Dawud ", in 
'The Book of al-Adab', Vol.5/168, "A/- Musnad", Vol.16/178, Hadith 
8398, and at-Tirmidhi, 'The Book of Az-Zuhd', Vol.7/111, Hadith 2379. 
At-Tirmidhi classifies this Hadith as Hasan Gharib) 


8: Obedience to the Disbelievers 

To obey the wishes and desires of the disbelievers is also a form of 
alliance with them. Allah says. 

Do not obey those whose hearts We have made heedless of Our 
Remembrance, those who follow their own desires and whose affairs 
(deeds) have been lost. (Al-Kahf 28) 

and He says, 

O you who believe! If you obey those who disbelieve, they will turn 
you around on your heels, and you will turn back (from Faith) as 
losers. ( Aal-i Imran: 149) 

and He also says. 

The devils do inspire their friends (from mankind) to dispute with 
you, and if you obey them, then you would indeed be polytheists. (A/- 
An'am: 121) 

Ibn Kathir said with regard to this last verse that when the command of 
Allah and His Shari'ah are put on an equal level with the word of others 
then this is Shirk. This is also evident in the Verse: (They have taken 


their rabbis and their monks as lords in place of Allah) ( At-Tauba: 31, 
and "Tafsir Ibn Kathir", Vol.3/322) 


9: To Sit with the Disbelievers who Ridicule the Qur'an 

To sit with them while they ridicule the Qur'an is to be in league with 
them. Allah it forbids us to do so. He says: 

And it has already been revealed to you in the Book (the Qur'an) that 
when you hear the Verses of Allah being denied and mocked at, then 
do not sit with them, until they engage in a talk other than that; (but if 
you stayed with them) certainly in that case you would be like them. 
Surely, Allah will collect the hypocrites and disbelievers all together 
in Hell. ( An-Nisa 140) 

Ibn Jarir at-Tabari explains that this means that if you hear them doing 
this and do not say anything about it to them then your disobedience in 
remaining with them is what makes you like them. He further says that 
the verse clearly prohibits Muslims from sitting with all manner of 
disbelievers and heretics while they engage in their foolishness. ("Tafsir 
at-Tabari", Vol.5/330) 

Similarly, the Prophet (salliAllahu alayhi wa sallam) has said, "Do not 
visit the houses of those who wrong themselves or else you would cry 
over the same misfortune that would have come to you as had come to 
them.' (Musnad Ahmad, Vol.8/80, Hadith 5705, "Sahih al-Bukhari", 
Vol.8/125, Hadith 4419 in 'The Book of Al-Maghazi' and "Sahih 
Muslim",Vol.4/2185, Hadith 2980 in 'The Book of Zuhd') 


10: To Give the Disbeliever Authority over Muslims 

To give disbelievers official appointments putting them in positions of 
responsibility over Muslims is a form of alliance with them. So long as 
one remains loyal to them it will be impossible to renounce them, faith 
is unattainable until one is completely free of them. The granting of 
authority is to recognise and to enhance a person's status, this is 
incompatible with the proper Islamic attitude towards the disbelievers. 

It represents a bond of trust which can never exist in the face of the 
enmity that is in their hearts. 

There was once a king whose Prime Minister was a Christian named 
Abu al-Fadl Ibn Dukhan. He was the most capable of his community. 


but he was also a thorn in the side of the Muslims and a public 
embarrassment to them. He was responsible for the foreign missions of 
Christian and other states, and he was very close to them. He saw to 
their every need and afforded them every hospitality. No Muslim had 
access to him regardless of his station. If any Muslim did happen to see 
him he would neither receive welcome from him nor attention. So it 
happened that one day the king gathered together the prominent people 
from the arts and sciences, and other leaders of the community. Their 
discussion eventually turned to this notorious Christian and they 
related their grievances about him to the Sultan. One of them remarked 
that Christians had a poor grasp of arithmetic since they had a tendency 
to confuse one and three. Allah said: (Those who say that Allah is one 
of three have disbelieved) (5:73), and the poet said, "How could they 
count; those who have made the One Lord three". Then they asked him 
how he could trust such a man not to make the same mistake he had 
made in his religion when he came to apply himself to the affairs of 
state. Perhaps each time he collected three Dinars for the Sultan he 
would give one to the state and keep two for himself believing that this 
was totally correct. They agreed that he survived by concealing his true 
self from view, though this gnawed away at him from inside. He was 
later found guilty of treason and killed. (Ibn al-Qayyim, Ahkam Ahl 
adh-Dhimma, Vol.1/242-244) 


11: Trusting the Disbelievers 

Trusting them is to ally yourself to them, while Allah has distrusted 
them. He says: 

Among the People of the Book is he who, if entrusted with a great 
treasure, will readily pay it back; and among them there is he who, if 
entrusted with a single Dinar, will not repay it unless you keep 
standing over him. That is because they say: "There is no blame on us 
to betray and take the properties of the illiterates (Arabs)." But they 
tell a lie against Allah while they know it. ( Aal-i Imran: 75) 


12: To Express Pleasure with the Actions of the Disbelievers 

To express pleasure with their actions, to imitate their dress or adopt the 
refinement associated with their faith is a form of alliance. ("Majmu'at 
at-Tawhid ", p.117) 


13: To Draw Near to the Disbelievers 


To enjoy yourself with them, reveal to them your inner feelings, to draw 
near to them and show them respect is alliance with them. (" Majmu'at 
at-Tawhid", p.117) 


14: To Aid the Disbeliever in Wrongdoing 

To aid or abet them in their wrongdoing is to ally yourself to them. The 
Qur'an has made this clear in two instances, one concerns Lot's wife, 
who lent her support to the people of her town and took pleasure in 
their degradation even informing them about Lot’s guests, and again 
with regard to Noah's wife. ("Tafsir Ibn Kathir", Vol.6/210) 


15: To Seek the Advice of Disbelievers 

To seek the advice of the disbelievers, lauding them and singing their 
praises (Majmu at at-Tawhid ", p.117, and "Rasaail Saad Ben Atiq M , 
p.101) are common forms of alliance to them which have appeared in 
recent times. We have already seen the rise of the Orientalists, touting 
their ideas and claiming that they have discovered new scientific 
methods of inquiry and so on and so forth. Following this others have 
heralded a new age of progress and civilisation stigmatising Islam and 
the Muslims as reactionaries, fossils and relics of a former age, left 
behind by the march of history. 


16: To Honour the Disbelievers 

To honour them and give them grand titles, as many foolish people do 
today, is to ally yourself to them. You can see some people placing their 
hands over their hearts upon meeting the disbelievers in a gesture of 
affection for them. They remove their hats in an act of submission. These 
are some of the most subtle ways imaginable of glorifying and flattering 
the enemies of Allah, offering them the comfort of love and affection. 
(Hamud at-Twijri, "Tuhfat al-Ikhwan", p.19. First Edition, Riyad) 

Honouring them and giving them silly titles are both ways of 
magnifying and scrapping up to them. What they properly deserve is 
disdain and reproach. It is reported in the hadith Sahih that the Prophet 
(salliAllahu alayhi wa sallam) forbids us to take the initiative in greeting 
them, he said: "Do not salute them (Jews and Christians) first, and when 
you meet them on the road, force them to go to the narrowest part of it." 


(Sahih Muslim, Vol.4/1707, Hadith 2167, 'The Book of As-Salaam', and 
Abu Dawud, Vol.5/384, Hadith 5205 in 'The Book of Al-Adab') 


17: To Live amongst the Disbelievers 

To settle down to live in the midst of the disbelievers and increase their 
numbers is to ally yourself to them. (Abdul Latif Ben Abdur Rahmaan 
Aal Sheikh, Ar-Rasaail alMufidah, p.64) 

The Prophet (salliAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: "Whoever joins the 
disbelievers and lives amongst them is one of them.' (Dawud, Kitab al- 
Jihad, Vol.3/224, Hadith 2787. Albani classifies it as Hasan, see: "Sahih 
al-Ja'mi'as-Sagheer", Vol.6/279, hadith 6062) 

And he (salliAllahu alayhi wa sallam) said: "Don't live with the 
disbelievers nor join in with them; whoever lives with them or joins in 
with them is not of us." (Al-Hakim, Al-Mustadrak, Vol.2/141) 


18: To Collude with the Disbelievers 

To collude with them, help them in their schemes, enter into pacts with 
them, to spy on their behalf, informing them about the Muslims or 
fighting in their ranks are all the acts of their allies. (Dr. Muhammad 
Haim Yasin, "Eemaan, The Basis , Reality and Invalidation of 
Eemaan", p.147) 

This is one of the worst ills. This is what is sometimes called the "Fifth 
Column". It has spoiled an entire generation and infected every sphere 
of life from education to politics, the halls of government, the arts, 
literature, religion and society. Muhammad Qutb said at the end of the 
English occupation of Egypt, "The white English have left but the brown 
ones are still with us." These brown Englishmen continue to plague us. 
The westernised are the ones who made possible what the enemies of 
Allah had never dreamed possible. But it will be of no avail. Allah says: 
(And Our Word has gone forth before unto our slaves, the Messengers, 
that they indeed would be victorious, surely it is Our hosts who shall 
overcome) (37:171-173) 


19: To Revile the Muslims and Love the Disbelievers 

Those who flee from the lands of the Islam to the lands of disbelief, who 


revile the Muslims and love the disbelievers are their allies. 


20: To Support the Ideologies of the Disbelievers 

Those who rush to secular politics. Communism, socialism, nationalism, 
allying themselves to these ideologies and giving in to them, all are with 
those to whom they have gone. 



